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Musician Greg “Fingers” Taylor handpicked his
maostly female blues band, the Lady Fingers Revue.

‘Fingers’ Taylor
hits the road again

L

By Jim Morrison
Krecial to The Duaily. Break

snapping up hundreds of thousands of tickets
each summer. Before there was a Coral Reefer
Band. Before, even, Buffell had a record deal

20 when he joins the mellow Margarita Man for a
show tonight at the College of William & Mary's I::'ar:.r
Field, he brings a wize and bakanced Ve,
He's lived l.1~1|-nu-'uEFj ghmtﬁ lean times, the dmmms
and the good times,; emerging a surviver who not only
plays in Buffeit's band, but also has his own Lady Fin-
gers Hewue, an almost-all-female blues band that opens
the shows.

It's a busy lite with ome of the top ve draws in the
country. A life that started two decades ago when ome
F:Lmﬁg]ing musician asked bo sit in vath another,

“The time I et (Buffell) was about 1970, and he was
just a traveling folk singer by himself, half broke,” Tay-
lor recalled recently while on the road with Buffett.

It was in Halhesburg, Miss., where Taylor was 4 sto-
dent at the TUniversity: of Southern Mizgizzippi, a place
he describes as “where all the hippies went to college
back in the '60s." Well, at leasl some of the ones in the
Deep South, Including Buffett, who had graduated a few
wears earlier with a journalism degree.

Fingers was the local harp player who sat in with
everybody who blew through town. And Buffell was ap-
pearing at what passed for the student dnion, a joint
mI;J; a couple of mailboxes, drink machines and a few
tabies.

' REG “FINGERS”™ TAYLOR was playing with
GJimm}' Buffeit before there were Parmotheads

*“I walked in and there was this guy with this huge

Please see FINGERS, Page G4
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cowhow fal on, long, stringy blond
hair and a giant mustache™ Tavlor
said, “Amd he was zinging “Why
Don't We Get Drunk (And Screw)’
to about three little old ladies on
brcak from their night class. 1 said,
“This & one of the most bizare
things e ever scen’ IE was preat.””

He asked if he conld sit in, amd
Buffeit assented. But only on the
tast song of the sefl,

T waited around and plaved with
“him, and we hit it sght. off.”

But Taylor had & year bo go in
college and didnt want to give up
his - drafl deferment.” So be played
sporsdically with Buffett, opening
for John Sebaslian one weekend,
The Association another,

Finally, Buffelt got a recording
‘contract with ABC Records, Taylor
ended up in Memphis plaving with
an RE&B band called The Highstep-
pers. But Buffelt didnt forget his
ham buddy.

*To his - eredit, and: my luck
when ' he got a mmrﬂmg deal e
would fy me in Nashville to record
thoge first three atbums” Taylor
cgabd iy kept me in mind all
the bime.™

By carly 1975, Buffeit: had done
the singer-songariter bit and was
looking to pul together a band. He
called Taylor, and the first incarna-
tion of the Coral Heefer Band was
Spnwie.

The' band’s fraveling act “has
changed “since those days, Taylor
said,

“Inmitinily, it was just a bunch of
guys who would drink a hall boitle
of whiskey goon stage and stumble
though it.” he said. “When it was
over we'd drink anather half bottle
of whiskey and stumble on {o the
mexl gig That was great, AL that
time, it worked., We could puil it off.
We were voung and that was the
timnes. Heal crazy imes, the "1is”

I the 70, Bafelt loured often
with Waylon Jennings and Willie
Melson. as part of the outlaw coun-
iry group. Bul his music didn't G
there I fact, it didn’t fif anywhers.

But by the early 19505, a change
had occurred. Buffelt no longer was
aszpciated with the gutlaw couniry
arfizts, And he was headlining on
* his own.

While Buffeit’s career was build-
ing, Taylor's personal life was shat-
tering.

In the "7, he zaid, “IF T woke up
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on - the foor of the bus or on the
floor of the motel or someplsce 1
didn’t know — somebody’s house —
there were usually beo. or three
band members who had done the
same thing the same night. I
thought everyhody lived like that. It
wag my realily, vou know. 'Ok, dont
vou get drunk and go into blackouts
every week? T didn't know. Aleohol-
ics are funny.”

By 1983, demon aleohol had
grown into an uncontroflahie force,

“T was il and I was forced to
look abl myself and confront alf
honestly and say, You're a drnk.

“I was flaming out on whiskey,
and T just had to gel off the road.
There was this respite there, When
I'came back in B4, they were calling
the audience Parrotheads, and they
began bo be like a cult, hke the
Deadheads. And since then it's just
gotten higger.”

The crowds had changed. They
packed concert halls everywhere,
even though Buffelt’s only major
commercial hit was “Margarita-
ville™ off his 1977 “Changes in Lati-
budeés, Changes in-Attitudes” album.
But then, Buffett isnt the kind of
artist to be messured by radio

airplay.

And with- the change in'crowds
came changes for the band. Big-rig
Canadian  buses with VCHs, CD
players and comfortable bunks re-
placed the old bus with foair condi-
Lioming.

The Hiesbde matured, too. The
boys learned to live a little more
amnd party & little less,

“The people who are still around
from that era are people who went
through the *60: and went through
the "Tiz, Either vou get vour act o
gether or vou flame cut.”

A mostly female lineup

Taylor has an established career
In 1989, he released "Chest Pains,”
a sohid eollection of sinewy RER,
rock and Muees that featured Texas
blues guitarist Anson Funderburgh,
famed Memphis guitarizst Steve
Cropper and the Memphis Horns.

The disc has somee catchy tunes,

he selecied a spoof of 1920s musi
cals, "The Boy Friend"”; a star vehi-
cle ahout comedian Fanny Brice,

capecially "Some White People
(Can Dance),” “Barbed Wire Kiss”
and “Jackson Police”

Although he assembled an all-
gtar lineup: for the recording, it will
be a different band that backs him
opening for Buffetl, During a brief
winter tour, Tavior chose an all-fe-
male band. Buffetf liked it so much
he asked him to reprise the idea for
the summer {our.

But that band could not be reas-
sembled. 5o Taylor wenl oA a na-
fiomwide hunt to find the best fo- !
male  blues  plavers: and  singers,
Along the way he discovered a rich
viein of untapped talent.

On the West Coast, e found
Debbie Davies, a guitarizt who has
worked with Albert Colling: sax
player Nancy Wright: and drmmmer
Linda Geiger. Buffett recommendad
a bassist named Joyee Grimes he
had seen i New Orleans. From his
old stomping grounds in Hatties-
burg. Tavior plucked kevboard play-
er Beth Mckee, Finding a singer
Eook some e, but he finally set-
tled on Janiva Magness, who shares
vocal chores with him onstage.
Rounding out the band is Larry
Raspberry, Taylor's old baddy from
hisz Memphis days with The
Highsteppers.

They do aboub 30 minutes, ofer-
ing culs from Tavlor’s sole album,
along with zome ofd R&B and even
a funky gospel wersion of The Ea-
gles" "Take Tt to the: Limit." Tavlor
15 - hoping to ‘hesd inko. a studio. aftee
the summer bour is over and cut an
alburn with the band, though noth- |
ing has been inked vek

Onstage, when the Lady Fingers :
Resue iz finished, it's realiv just tim L
beginning for Taylor, whe does dou-
ble duty and furns areund {o pla,f
with Buffett;

“T'm having a good fime this
summer because T really like Jim-
my's show," Tayvler explzins, “T'm
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gelting to play some nwe acoustic
numbers with him like we did when
we ficst sfarted out 20 vears ago,
when we first mel."

Of course, now 20,000 or 50 folks
each show hang on every word, a
kinder, gentler sort of cuil. Mot a
few ladies on break from their night
elass. i

“The last four years we've =old
out everywhere in the United
States,” Taylor said “We're proba-
bly the biggest ticket this summer
and. that includes. the people who
are on MTY and all that sfuff”

cos and sets out to pmducf.- profies-
sional-quality work,” Meredith zaid,
;—IE Ex]:uLaineu_:l t_h.'gt local aetors r.i_nn_’t

"IF YOU
ONE MOVI

You Should Gel

THE NA

Frank Dre
Just

P13 o



