BY CAROL SHAUCHNESSY

There's trouble m paradise —

Key West's Last remaining wilder-

ness are2 may soon be overrun by
concrete and condos. The Key West
Salt Ponds, 407 acres of mangrove
and marsh, zre home and refuge to
mnumerzble species of indigenous
wading birds, fish, and tropical
plants.

Unfortunately the land is curent-
ly owned by more than two dozen

le — onc of them 2 developer
who has plans for building almost 2
thousand housing units there. The
city would like 10 buy back the land
in order 1o preserve its natural beau-
ty. vegetation, and animal lifc . . . but
a staggering amount of moncy is
nceded for the purchase.

Is this the impossible dream of a
few environmentalists? Maybe it was
... until Jimmy Buffett decided to
help save the Salt Ponds.

Jimmy can sec the verdant Salt
Ponds from the porch of his Key
West home. He has canoed through
the lush wildemess area 1o enjoy its
serenity. And he's not about to sec
his Key West become another con-
crete ungle.

On October 27 Jimmy, assisted
by his partner Sunshine Smith and
Patti Lancaster, staged a nally and
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benefit concert at Key West's Del
Rio’s Grill to publicize the fight to
save the Salt Ponds. Speakers in-
cluded Joan Borel of the Florida
Audubon Socicty, who has been
working tirclessly on preservation cf-
forts. Local band Leisuremania also
performed.

Jimmy spoke nostalgically of the
old days in Key West, the days
when he was singing in the local bars
for little more than a few beers,
riding his bike around a rowdy town
that had been kind to a struggling
young singer.

Backed by the Full Sail Band, who
flew in especially for the occasion,
he sang the old songs reminiscent of
Key West — among them “I Have
Found Me a Home.” “Grapefruit,
Lt;icy(ruil." “Trying to ReasonWith

umricane Season, “Last Mango in
Paris,” and of course “Margarita-
ville.” Jimmy's choice of songs
reminded his audience of the offbeat
down-island atmosphere of the Keys
— and that the Salt Ponds arc an in-
tegral part of that atmosphere.

One of the highlights of the con-
cent was Jimmy's moving rendition
of “Coast of Marscilles,” with har-
mony sung by Elainc Culpepper of
Full Sail. During the show rl:nny
also gave periodic World Senies vp-
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This issue Is dedicated to the memory of Judy
Corcoran, a longtime [rlend of Jimmy's and a
Margaritaville staffer. She will be sorely missed
by all of us here at Margaritavllle.

dates and expressed his appreciation
to the basehall fans who placed the
Salt Ponds above the Series.

The following cvening. Jimmy
spoke at a meeting of the Key West
City Commission, calling the Salt
Ponds area as much a symbol of the
quality of life in Florida as the mana-
tees that he has been working for
years to preserve. Jimmy's words
helped persuade the City Commis-
sioners to begin taking steps to buy
the part of the property in danger of
immediate development.

How will the money for the pur-
chase be raised? Jimmy has pledged
his Friends of Florida Fund. men-
tioned in carlier issues of the
“Telegraph.” to raisc a million dollars
in the coming year to help buy the
property. Anyone donating $10.00
or more to the Fund will receive a
centificate declaring him or her a true

The future of the Salt Ponds?
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Citizen of Margaritaville.

Donations may be sent to SALT
PONDS. c/o Friends of Flonda.
P.O. Box 1938, Key West. Flonda
33041.

In addition. Jimmy mentioned do-
ing further benefit concerts, market-
ing his secret hot sauce recipe. and
putting together a book of works by
well-known Florida authors — with
the moncy from all these enterprises
being put toward the purchase of the
wetlinds property.

Jimmy is very hopeful that. with
help. the Salt Ponds property can be
preseved in all its natural peace, but
at the concert he expressed one
worry about the outcome of hus pro-
ject. “When we get through saving
the Salt Ponds.” he saud dunng a
break between songs. “will | be the
only endangered species left down
here?”
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/] [l (/' One Particulir Harbour
Canbbean Chameleon

. Parrot Head

Volano

“THE COCONUT TELEGRAPH" s
All the latest on Margaritaville's fayorite son — once a month!
A year's subscription is $3.00.

THE PARROT-PHE

Conch Potato
— —
_ ——— ———
“FLORIDAYS™ MUG : Our 150z “LIVE BY
acrylic mug is great for cold brews, “MAD MUSIC" Conl Reefers “THE OCEAN ALMANAC™ By concert vid
$8.50 apicce. Robert  Greenidge and Mike Utley Robert  Hendrickson, it's  Jimmy's o e
blend steel drums and keyboards. A favorite book of fact and legend about $2995.
MARCARITA GLASS: This classic wonderful sound! Cassette tape is Mother Ocean. A must for every son

longstemmed glass is engraved with $9.98. of a sailor. $14.95. "HARPO
Jimmy Buffett’s signature. $10.00 each. fine solo ¢
<JIMMY BUFFETT T-SHIRTS: < |B SCRU
Classic crew-neck tees are 100% cotton cotton sh:
and come in island pastels like conch design anc
shell pink, suntan, mango peach, cool Conch P
white, driftwood grey, ocean aqua, sand, ' White. ye
and sunrise yellow. Choose from Why grey. $20.

Don't We Get Drunk and . . >
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.. Changes

in Latitude, Son of 2 Son of a Sailor,
Margaritaville, One Particular Harbour,
Fins, Coconut Telegraph, Cheescburger
in Paradise, Mingo Lingo, Parrot Head,
Margaritaville  Store, Conch Potato,
Caribbean Chamelcon, Palm Island

Parrot, and Volcano. S, M, L, and XL.

$12.95 apicce.

< CARIBBEAN SOUL SWEAT-
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SHIRTS: Your choice of Cheescburger
in Paradise, Fins, Changes in Latitude,
or new Mingo Lingo. Colors are white,
yellow or light b?

flecce. S, M. L. XL $23.95 cach.

Polyester/cotton

IMMY BUFFETT SWEATSHIRTS:
ith Margaritaville Store or Pamot

Head design. White, grey, or light blue,

S. M. L, XL Polyester/cotton blend.

$23.95.

» NEW — THE CT TOTEBAG: This
versatile sailcloth bag sports the in-
0, Water resis-

ant ... handmade in Key West.

famous “Telegraph”
$40.00.

20 x 12
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Front

Coconut Telegraph

Fins
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THE BAY™: A 90-minute
o full of Jimmy's own brand

madness. VHS or BETA.

ON MAN': Fingers Taylors
fort. Cassette is $7.50.

Back
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Palm Island Parrot

Mingo Lingo

SLEEPLESS KNICHTSHIRTS:

<«"SONGS YOU KNOW BY

HEART" Songbook: $9.95.

Casual, comfortable loungewear.100%
cotton. One sze fits all. Designs

available: Martinique, Trinidad. Univer-
<«“THE SONGS OF g]MMY s:ty of M: Cane Garden
BUFFETT" Songbook: $9.95. y. Palm Island Pamrot, or Caribbean

Clnmclcon $15.00 cach.

—

3 SHIRTS: Made of 100%
ting with front and back
a pocket. S, M, L. XL
tato and Volcano designs.
ow, mint, flamingo pink. or
0 cach.

<CARIBBEAN SOUL CAMP

SHIRTS: 100% cotton button-down
shirts with handy front pockets. Designs
available: Caribbean Chameleon, Palm
Island Parrot, Cheeseburger in Paradise,
and Why Don't We Get Drunk and . . .
white, coral, mint green, yellow. S, M,

L, XL. $30.00 each.

» CARIBBEAN SOUL BUTTON

TEES: Short-slceved two-button t-shirts
— 100% cotton. Designed with Why
Don't We Get Drunk and . . ., Cheese-
burger in Paradise, and Mingo Lingo.

iy

9 M. L, XL. $18.00.
T "‘
— . To order, send your check or moncy order to TSHIRTS, "The Coconut Telegrph
"{?‘;'5"‘, “ <« THE OFFICIAL PARROT HEAD  |P.O. Box 1459, Key West, FL 33041, OR Florida residents call 1305-296-8981: outside Flonda
CAP: A jaunty bascball cap — onc size all 1800-COCOTEL.
fits all. Choose f; hite, grey, khaki,
o i Blah $15.00 IR ary. ITEM SZE __COLOR() __PRICE
“THE p
COCONUT SHIPPINC — =
TELEGRAPH" Shipping and Handling Charges  [[———f——————
is proud to stand arc as follows: e f e — —
i item or less. . . . . 300 === : T — e
behind evry product dc orlemsc e 8 Florida reideas, please inchde $% mles ux, | SUBTOTAL
we of eIl for some ! teane 410 6items ... .. $5.00 TAX
you are not satisfied 7ormore....... $7.50 |Name 5 SHIPPING
with an jtem, We ship via UPS. A—‘?d’ﬁ’.‘-—v e TOTAL
D s, Florida residents, pleasc include | City St. Zip
Please retum it within 30 days sales tax. Pleasc allow 4 10 6 | Phone
for a refund or exchange. weeks for delivery, Credit Card No. Exp.
Check No. Signature




COCONUT CHATTER

By Carol Shaughnessy

Sometimes there's just no plane
on Sunday—or Monday, for that
matter. That's what JIMMY BUF-
FETT discovered not long ago when
he tried to hop a flight from Key
West to Miami so that he could ap-
pear i ... traffic court. Yes, JIM-
MY allcgedly ran a red light in
Dania, Florida—and though he in-
tended to fight the citation, his flight
was cancelled at the last minute and
he couldn't make his court ap-
pearance. The upshot? JIMMY's
lawyer pleaded no contest, and
Margaritaville’s  favorite  son  was
sentenced to pay a fine and attend
traffic school ...

MCA. JIMMYs record com-

pany, has rcleased an updated bio
sheet containing some little-known
but no doubt fascinating facts about
Margaritaville’s first citizen. For
example ...

“1955: JIMMY's uncle buys him
his first tropical shirt, Little JIMMY
refuses to wear it. His taste will
change drastically over the years.

*1973V/2: JIMMY's friend Tony
introduces him to his first Margarita.
He immediately senses a new di-
mension has been added to his life.
He jots the exotic name of his
favorite new drink down on a cock-
tail napkin for later review.

“1975: By now, JIMMY has add-
cd the S7th tropical shirt to his
private collection. His uncle claims
rcs&nsibility for his good taste.”

¢ feel the new bio proves that

truth — at least in JIMMY's casc

Traffic school?

— is indecd stranger than fiction!
Special note to all “Coconut Tele-
graph” subscribers — due to in-
creased printing costs we must raise
the yearly subscription price from
$2.00 to $3.00 ... but we're confi-
dent you can handle it. As IMMY

says, “If you can drink one less beer
a year, you can still afford the
“Telegraph'!”

Hey. Parrot Heads, happy holi-
days from all of us! Decorate a palm
trec and have a temrific Christmas in
the Caribbean.
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GUESS YOU WERE TRYIN'
TO TELL ME YOU'D MOVED
ITHE BOAT AWAY FROM THE
DOCK, AND THATS,

DOES THAT ANSWER. YOuR
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