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Jim Mayer Remembers His Friend

AS_I ﬂ\/ back home after
being with our areat friend Ralph
MaeDonald for the last two days
of his life, | am expevienting a voller
toaster of emotions. A" that makes
sense to me now is gratitude for
the legacy of musie he left and the
imprint his Presente made on so many
lives, intluding mine.

He died Pcatcfully at home
with (:amily and loved ones around.
| We weie Privileaed to beeibh himeat
the end. | was especially blessed to
veceive an urgent text from one of
his long—time friends telling me it was
time. We met up theve and shaved
3 li(:e—changing time with Ralph, his

-Famﬂ\/ and dear friends.

One Fa\r{:iwlarly touthing
moment of the weekend was when we showed Ralph a Coval Reefer Band Contert
video that a fan had sent me from the recent Meeting of the Minds gathering
in Key West, FL. (Thank You fans!ll) Ralph sat up in his bed with his £amily
avound him. We watthed ncarly the whole 2 hour 1+ contert, inc|udin5 Nadirah
Shakoor and Tina Qullickson singing his song, “‘We are a Family — Qenerations”
with Mike Utley at the piano. | cannot express to you the imPortante of having
that video to show Ralph/

Some things in musitians are learned and practiced, some ave innate, and
some you jus‘t say, “‘Well, there's no way up that mountain.”

Years before | met Ralph, | was well familiar with his intvedible skills
feom listening to his vetords. | vemember the fiest time | heard him play in
person. Ralph was on a cowbell, we were Si{':(:i(ng in a velaxed civéle with \)imm\/
Bu«ﬁrc{:{c running {hrough a song. [ had\,‘gq idea what he was doing, but his simple
quarter notes, bounted and £ell, lca?"" rjvénd liited into a breathing vhythm that
made my shoulders feel vight and my heart velax, my torso moved and my foot |




‘[:a??cd and {')\c song tame alive. ; ‘s ‘
Ralph eould do that. | saw hm\ time and time again Sl't in ‘[:hc:
studio and have the engineer voll to particular parts of {:hc sol
“take it to the bridac”, he'd say, “Okay, now let’s Jus{: do 'l')!c
thovuses.” He apparently had layers of a pertussion symPhony \?r
tompPosed in his head. One part after another unfolded and }H\is"_aH;;
vevealed itself. Ralph was a master of cfﬁ&icﬁt?; with ka’ S‘\akc ofkns
hand or a beat of his palm he {:\rans‘(:ormcd a Song m‘bo a brca‘l',hlhﬁ,‘fi\f;

living being. ~ -
As 3 Songwrl{:cv- and COm?oScr his body of wovk m" S‘{:and '(')\c
test of time, two of my Lavorites, “Just the Two oﬁ Us” ) “th\rc,)s‘
the Love”, are classies. As a young man in the 505,"d:win5 £he‘ea+|;,,';i¥;ﬁ
days of the Civil Rights movement he ?cr«ccc{:cd his skills workmgi_
with the great Harry Belafonte. e
[ will never forget his stories about that peviod, from marchmg -
with Ps. ng at Selma, to bcmg in 3 hotel when the managgmcn'l:
drained the Pool betause Afvican—Americans had had the audéci{;\/
to swim in it , ‘
His influente veathes +o every part of the American ‘music_;,
expeviente. To drop just a few names, 'Fy’ou ¢an ctheck out his work
with Roberta Flack, Bill Withers, Qrover Washing'[:on, Jr., Paul Simon,
éeo\rgc Benson, David Bowie, Aretha Franklin, A\r{: Qavfunkel, Bi"y' 5
Joel, Qumcy \)oncs, Carole ng, Miviam Makeba, David Sanbovn, S{:ccly Dan,_g
James Taylor, Luther VandroSS, Am\/ Winehouse, and o‘(: Lourse \)m\vm/ Buffett -
The list goes on and on. ‘
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As important as his musical influente is, his vas{; avra\/ of 1cwcndsh|PS”k:k |
always astounded me. | count mx/scI«C blessed to be one and experience a tiny
torner of Ralph’s vast life during our years together in the Coval Rcc(:cr Band
and on side Projetts that we did together.

Ralph’s son An{hon\/ MatDonald and | mused and told many s{:owcs ‘For
the past two days. The time in St Barth where there were no PC\rCuSSwn - ;
~instruments to be found, but undeterved, Ralph grabbed two pieces o-c ?avcv and

vubbed them together and treated a sevious groove. ; -

Ralph was full of life. After he Passed his son An{:hon\/ and [ sat ncx‘tj‘;;@
to his body. Anthony said, “He lived life 4o the «cullcs-f: ln unison we Iookcd a{:{:‘
eath other and said, “And then Somc’ . - : i

Read more. a+ wWww.
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foot craft was recently donated by . erm y |
he, Marine Educatron Center located at the Gulf

per elementary an ,’ blic, for program

like SeaCamp,ecologrcaltoursoftheBllox‘ ; ay,a d trips to Deer Island.

rous donation of‘
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The Moveable Feast
of Key West

-800-COCOTEL

1-800-262- 6835
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QTY ITEM # DESCRIPTION SIZE & COLOR PRICE TOTAL
Method of Payment (Check One): [ Personal Check (Enclosed) I Money Order (Enclosed) Subtotal
Make check or money order payable to Margaritaville.
Florida residents only
add 7.5% Sales Tax
Name
Shipping & Handling
AbDRESS
TOTAL
Ciry State Zir

TELEPHONE
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Credit Card Number M M Y D Code
Exp. Date Found on either front or back of card 3-4 digits.

Signature: Signature required if using credit card

Credit Card Orders: Call Toll-Free 1-800-COCOTEL (1-800-262-6835)
Hours: M-F 8am-5pm EST; fax #(305) 292-6530; Email: keywest@margaritaville.com

Shipping & Handling Charges Send to:
2Busi
Ordersup to | Ground l[l)sa';ess Standard The coconUt Telegraph

Express Overnight 1424 Fleming St

$25.00 $5.00 $17.00 $29.00 Key West’ FL 33040 ree ote Bag
$25.01-5100.00 | $10.00 $22.00 $34.00 Canada: Add $15 It's Easy to be Green. Add a
$100.01-$200.00 |  $15.00 $27.00 $39.00 International: Add $30. _ re:usab](? bag touyour (’),rder”
5200011 52000 53200 4000 Express Orders: Please include physical address Dimensions: 15” x 12" x 3

Some exceptions do apply for oversized or Custom Orders. #45350 $2 95

Returns and Exchanges:
Returns or Exchanges are accepted within 90 days of purchase date.

Returns: include credit card # & expiration date, refund for full purchase price (less shipping) will be applied.
Exchanges: include item info/size, shipping address & phone number.
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March 1 Verizon Arena Little Rock, AR
March 3 KFC Yum! Center
March 30 1-800-Ask Gary Amphitheatre
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“If we weren’t all Irish, We would

go Insane” Collectible 2012 design.
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