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[t was supposed ta be like this: As the fingers of Hoagy Carmichagl fill the smokey bar with a rol-
licking piano tune, ceiling fans stir the air and his music together. The infectious sound sheul-
ders its way through the crowd of seedy characters, then heads off across the water to some
other island’s shore. Alone at the bar sits a tanned rogue with unruly sun-bleached hair and a
bushy mustache. He wears a sweat-stained Bogart suit that's as dated as his dream. He’s the
owner, Jimmy Buffett.

“That was my perception of what Au Tour was gonna be,” recalls Jimmy. on his first visit in seven
years to Au Tour de Rocher, his ill-fated hotel/nightclub. “I walked in that night, opening night,
prepared to take my ‘Bogartesque’ seat at the bar and just kind of be the host,” he continues,
“when it was announced to me that the cook had just quit - walked out the back door. And | went
out there and cooked gumbo that night for 120 people. Whipped up something and . . .” Jimmy
pauses. “It should have told me something,” he admits. “It was an omen.”

Jimmy soon discovered that he was less Rick Blaine, and more Norman Paperman. “| was fully
qualified to write the music for Don’t Stop the Carnival, because this dream absolutely turned into
a nightmare. In fact, | told Herman Wouk the whole story, and he looked at me kind of dumb-
founded and said: “Jesus, that's a whole story. You should write that story.’

Au Tour De Rocher means “around the rock”. Jimmy's former dream was built decades ago on
a 100 foot high bluff overlooking L'Orient Beach near St. Jean. The mysterious original architect
obviously had a flair for the romantic, because the small peninsular property boasts a panorama
of azure Caribbean, erdant mountains and an overwhelming slice of coconut dream sky. Au Tour
was not really a hotel in the modern sense. Literally built around the volcanic rocky hilltop, it only
sported six simple rooms, a small open-air bar, and a restaurant with a dance floor that could
hold maybe 75 peaple.

“I'had a personal attachment to Au Tour,”says Jimmy, “because of a longstanding love of To Have
and Have Not, with Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall. It was just one of those movie moments
that is frozen in time for me as to what | perceive the Caribbean to be: A great French night club
with music, a distant island in the background, and seedy characters coming in.”

Armed with only that vision, Jimmy and a few friends decided to buy the tiny hotel in the mid
1970's. But this was not a hotel with 32 hangers and a touch-tone phone. “It was, to put it in
simple terms,” he says, “a wild-ass night club. Au Tour never got started until way after midnight
— after Le Select closed. It would look kind of vacant — almost like it does now. Then, at about
12:30, it was just like... an attack. Mini Mokes and Girgles would come roaring up the hill and
just park anywhere. That hill would be packed with cars, the music would be blasting, the cham-
pagne was flowing, and it rocked all night long for the almost ten years that we had it.”

While the nonstop carnival raged and stars like John Denver, Mick Jagger, Fleetwood Mac, Joni
Mitchell, and others occasionally brightened the bar, Jimmy found that actually running a hotel
and nightclub was a hell of a lot of work. Keeping the place supplied, making sure the bathrooms
weren't overflowing with sewage or junkies, keeping track of the books and the employees, and
finally dealing with legal issues led to incredible headaches for he and his pariners.

“The biggest nightmare,” Jimmy recalls, “was that the guy who sold it to us also'sold it to anoth-
er corporation. We didn’t get clear title for another ten years. So we wound up in court. We were
battling  the authorities here, and the partners were trying to kill each other. it was pretty amaz-
ing.” He stops and shakes his head and chuckles. “You know, we even had a 24 hour jewelry
shop in here that was run by Gharlotte. We called her Charlotte the Shark. She wouldn’t start




selling jewelry til after midnight. Everybody would get hopped up and buy a bunch of it. But
We never saw a penny.”

Au Tour also went through its share of managers. “All let’s just say, very colorful people. They
all got rich, and we still never made a dime. But boy, did we have fun. Nobody ever had as
much fun as we did on some nights up here. The memories of this place fill a lot of pages in
my books and a lot of lines in my songs.”

The old bar, its roof now sporting only charred crossmembers, still stirs fond memoaries for
the former owner. “] was sitiing here with Joni Mitchell one night and we asked her to sing
Carrie to my friend Groovy, because that was his favarite song. It was very late at night, and
she didn’t have a guitar. | said, ‘You gotta sing this for Groovy, he came all the way across the
ocean by himself." Soshe did it acapella. | just did time on the bar, and Joni sat there and sang
to Groovy, who was just...weeping openly as he listened.”

The black and white-tiled dancefloor is still sheltered by a tin roof supported by wildly paint-
ed columns. Jimmy points out where the attached rooms were. “There were times that peo-
ple would actually come in here and rent these rooms. Some knew what they were getiing into
and what it really was. It was Babylon. Other people didn’t know. They thought it was just a
cheap hotel. They found out quickly that it wasn’t.”

As Jimmy walks through the ruins, the images reappear. He gestures down the stairs to a huge
hole in a deck, once the site of the hot tub. “It was about the second or third year that we put
the hot tub in. This was the spot.” Then he points down a little incline and smiles. “There used
ta be an old cannon right there.”

But in the end, it wasn’t anything like a cannonball that brought down Au Tour. It was simple
bad wiring in the kitchen that started a fire. The fire raced through the restaurant, and bar, and
that was that. Enough damage was done to close the place. A wistful look appeared in Jimmy’s
eye as he regarded his ruins. “I got the call that somebody had burned us down,” he says, “or
that God had struck. But ironicaily enough, it was just a short circuit. An electrical fire in the
kitchen had burned down Au Tour de Rocher.”

Despite all the hassles, nightmares and legal battles, Jimmy and crew managed to get per-
mission to have one more party here: a New Years Eve bash. “All the people who loved to
come up here got together and out of the ashes of this place rose one more party night that
was one of the most memorable New Year’s | ever had. People brought coolers and carpen-
ters from around the island got it in enough shape, we brought a generatar up and we had
music. It was a helluva party. | left about 2 o’clock in the morning Kind of melancholy. | had
very ambivalent feelings about the island at that time. | got up the mext day and it was still
going at 10 o’clock in the morning, and it went the whole next day. That party lasted about two
days and then that was it. A while later we sold it.”

We walked to the edge of the rock and looked down at U'Orient. where a nice swell ran through
the translucent water. “L’Orient is still one of my favorite places just to come reflect,” he says.
“All those days | looked out at that surf. Surfing’s a part of my life now and in those days it
wasn't. We were into more interesting things at the time. It's amazing now when | look out
here and | think, ‘Jeez, in 10 years | never went in that water” At least | get to do that now. |
can always catch a wave and look back at the Mayan ruins of Au Tour de Rocher. Maybe it will
stay this way, maybe it won’t, but it cerfainly will be a lasiing memory.”

He took a long breath and laughed. “We made our mark fere.”
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A collection of Jimmy Buffett videos produced

St =y throughout his career including the ABC Records Key
T West Intro -“The rarely seen introduction to Jimmy

: ’ Buffett finds our hero tangled up in silk sheets after a
; typical Key West night. The brave camera crew follow
him into the head and we're treated to a sample of
Jimmy’s daily hygiene, blow-drying technique, and a

i dose of bathroom-mirror philosophizing...
"when it stops being fun, Pl quit.”

JIMMY
BUFFETT
COMPILATION
VIDEO

Included in the Video Compilation:

PENCIL THIN MUSTAGHE
COME MONDAY

HE WENT TO PARIS

NAUTICAL WHEELERS

LIVIN’ IT UP

ONE PARTICULAR HARBOUR
LA VIE DANSANTE

WHO’S THE BLOND STRANGER
HOME MADE MUSIC

| TAKE ANOTHER ROAD
35 v JAMAICA FAREWELL - Live
_____ R e = &5 ANOTHER SATURDAY NIGHT

: g . FRUITCAKES

CHANGES IN LATITUDE - Live with
parking lot footage

THE CITY - Live with city footage as
shown en tour

O v ] All of Jimmy’s videos are included on this
e sk : compilation VHS tape, along with
comments, insights, half-truths and lies

as Jimmy is interviewed throughout.

Will be available June 13.
Please call for ordering information.
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A Cheeseburger Apron
Washable canvas apron with reinforced
stitching. #1069 $15.00

B Foam Kool Kups
#1353 $3.00 or 6-pack for $15.00

C Caribbean Soul Coffee Mug
Design wraps around ceramic mug.
#7004 $7.95

D New Margaritaville Cookhook
Over 250 pages of recipes gleaned from
Buffett lyrics - songs and stories. Includes
Margaritas & More, Breakfast Stuff, Salads,
Side Dishes and more...Paperback Book.
#6998 $16.00

E Plastic Coconut Cups
Assorted colors. Holds 120z. of your
favorite boat drink. Sorry cannot take color
requests. #3048 $5.00

F Tropical Print Neoprene Bottle Skins
#1350 $7.50

G Parrot Head Club Tumblers
160z. insulated plastic tumblers. PHC patch
insert. Available in boxed set of four only.
#5744 $27.00
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Unless otherwise stated, all T's are 100%
cotton and are available in White only.

A Pocket Margaritaville Lyric
M #7130 L #7131 XL #7132 $16.95
XX #7133 $17.95

B Guitar Sunset
M #7134 L #7135 XL #7136 $15.95
XX #7137 $16.95

C Again & Again
M #3306 L #3307 XL #3308 $15.95
XX #3309 $16.95

D Spiced Rum Pocket T
Available in Grey Only.
M #7121 L #7122 XL #7123 $16.95
XX #7124 $17.95

E Tie Dye Parrot
Dyed, then silk screened with design.
M #6970 L #6971 XL #6972 $25.95
XX #6973 $26.95

F Fins Wrap
IVl #6029 L #6030 XL #6031 $15.95
XX #6032 $16.95
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A Fin Hat
100% cotton bucket cap with permanent fin.
Navy cap with stitched White band. Non-
adjustable. #5833 $15.00

B Caribbean Soul Beach Towels
100% cotton towel measures 32" X 64"
Margaritaville #5555
Parrot Party #7117 $27.00

C Fin Bandana
Measures 21 square inches total, design
measures 16 square inches.
#5756 $6.95

D Margarita Shaker
160z. plastic. #7154 $5.50

E Slouch Bag
Loose, cotton canvas carry-all. Measures 32”
from top of strap, pouch measures approxi-
mately 15 X 15 inches. Design silk screened.
Available in Navy only. #7042 $18.00

F Tote Bag and Cooler
Heavy nylon bag is 20" wide and 16" deep.
Seven pockets line the outside. Inside con-
tains zippered pouch. Durable canvas web-
hing and detachable shouldar strap.
Separate zippered insulated cooler bag holds
a B-pack of your favarite beverage.
#7155 $38.00

G Parrot Conga Line 4 .
100% cotton ‘T. Available in White only. % ..\Q‘ T e © \
M #2784 L #2785 XL #2786 $15.95

XX #2787 $16.95 e ARiTAV]LLE' .
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Unless otherwise stated, all T's are 100%
cotton and are available in White only,

A Blackbheak
M #5237 L #5238 XL #5239 $15.95
XXL #5240 $16.95

B Glass & Screw
New Design. Available in Black only.
M #7142 L #7143 XL #7144 $15.95
XX #7145 $16.95

C Lawn Section
M #3344 L #3345 XL #3346 $15.95
XXL #3347 $16.95

D Woody Ringer T
100% cotton crew neck. Accented Navy
Ring on Grey Body. By GEAR. S #7138
M #7139 L #7140 XL #7141 $15.95

E New Parrot Oval T
100% Garment Dyed Cotton. Distressed
silk screened design. By Yesterdays.
Available in Navy Blue Only. S #5750 M
#5751 L #5752 XL #5753 $16.95

F Dancing Parrot Wrap
New Design. Available in White only.
M #7126 L #7127 XL #7128 $15.95
XX #7129 $16.95




A Youth Design Fins Shirt
100% cotton T. Available in Blue only.
XS (2-4) #7146 S (6-8) #7147 M (10-12)
t #7148 L (14-16) #7149 $12.95

B Dancing Parrot Cap
Colorful design silk screened on adult
cotton cap. Margaritaville embroidered
above closure. #7150 $19.00

C Glass Case
Store ‘em in style. #2488 $6.95

D Grip Bottle
320z. plastic bottle with Teal foam grip.
#7156 $8.00

E Beach Ball
12" Diameter. #5912 $2.95

F Youth Design Cheeseburger Lyric
100% cotton T'. Available in White only.
XS (2-4) #7037 S (6-8) #7038
M (10-12) #7039 L (14-16) #7040
XL (18-20) #7041 $12.95

G Decorative Sunglasses
Make you stand out, even in a Parrot Head
crowd. #5549 $16.00







License Plates
Modeled after official

er; off Florida: Manatee plates.
Margaritavijje #1654

1994 0r Parrot Head #1653 $8.00,
$1.00 from gach saye

s sent to Save The Manatee




uLOOk T0 The Skf@S” by ol Tropo Trav

“Look To The skies” Just when you thought the “Parking Lot” par-
ties are at their peak, you may hear the roar of several thowsand
airborne horsepover overhead. That's right, “Look To The Skies”
all you Parrot Heads. There is something bigger up in the skies
than all those Parrot Head party balloons drifting over the motor
homes. The special guest at the Irvine Parking Iots is none other
than Jimmy's very own “Hemisphere Dancer” Grummman Allatross
Seaplane. 1 got 2 call from the Shoreline party from and

all you could hear over the cell phone was the roar

of about 5 Jow level passes.

This is all part of & HUGE promotion by our
friends at maygaritaville Tequila. The
“Dancer” is scheduled to overfly all the con-
certs, weather and FAA vegulations permit-
ting. T another Iife 1 worked and crewed

a lot of high energy air shows and. this is
what we shouid do. After the 1t pass
Tonocks you down and sobers you uy, grab
those bright orange Margaritaville T shirts
and hats that you all have and wave them
at the “Dancer’. Those hig Pratt & Whitney

motors will drown eut any cheering, so save
that for the concert. They can see you way-
ing though. Bring your videos and telephoto

lenses. This will be a treat.

our friends from margaritaville/ Seagram'’s
will be wandering thnt the parking lots to see
the sights, lets all make sure that they see lots
of Margaritaville Tequila. 1t the least

we can do for all that they do for us.

Government Warning: (1) According to the Surgeon General women should not drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy because of the risk of birth defacts.
(2) Consumption of alcoholic beverages impairs your abilfty to drive a car or operate machinery and may cause health prablems.
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The Paradise Charitable Foundation:

By Michael Dortch

In many cultures, children are taught music from the time they can first make sounds
or bang on a drum. Unfortunately, in the United States, early music education is often
viewed as an unnecessary or unaffordable luxury. This despite the growing body of
research showing that music education helps improve lifelong learning and many other
areas of life, for youth and adults alike.

While public music education is fragmented and under-funded across the country, the
good news is that numerous organizations large and small are stepping into the breach.
Local, regional and national groups devoted to bringing music to young lives and
encouraging promising talent are slowly but surely making their mark.

One of the newest of these, the Paradise Charitable Foundation (PCF), hopes to create a
rising tide that lifts all these musical boats. Founded by musicians and lifelong fans of
music, PCF plans to both create and sustain its own programs and provide a central
repository of information and contacts for other like-minded programs. This will give
sponsors and supporters unprecedented access and flexibility in their efforts to make
music education a reality for more young people, in schools and elsewhere across North
America and perhaps around the world.

The PCF was founded by people with both a love for music and a legacy of successful
community building. Scott Nickerson and Marlene Buffa are former founding executives
of Parret Heads in Paradise (P.H.I.P), Inc., now a worldwide social and volunteer com-
munity service organization with more than 100 chapters and 15,000 members in the
US, Canada and Australia. Nickerson is also the guiding light behind A1A, the fummy
Buffett Tribute Show, an international favorite that has gamered corporate syon‘sorship'
and support from Buffett musicians, business associates and fans. '

Buffa, a lyric soprano, pianist, guitarist and compeser, is overseeing day-to-day opera-
tions of the embryonic PCE. “I basically want the world to be graced with the beauty of
music created by talented kids who otherwise would not have had a chance to'study
and perform,” Buffa said. It's my dream that someday, maybe 20 years from now, the
kids we first helped will unite to perform a benefit concert for the Foundation to help
the next generation,” she added.

Drawing on committed experts in fundraising, event planning and both traditional and
online eutreach, PCF is in the process of organizing its debut event, a concert and party
planned for later this year in Las Vegas. PCE is also building a prototype of the World
Wide Web site it hopes to develop into a portal for “one-click” access to the widest vari-
ety of youth music programs and news on the Internet. The PCF team is also beginning
discussions with potential corporate and individual sponsors, whose help will be most
critical in the organization’s formative stages. '

Coconut Telegraph readers can be a vital resource in PCF's early days. Whether you
know about local efforts to promote musical education for youth, or local heroes who are
sharing their love of music with young people, or prospective sponsorship epportunities,
or just want te know more, you are welcome.

Please contact Marlene Butfa at 602-242-7744, Email: info@paradisefounidation.org or
keep an eye on http://wwwmusicforallkids.org on the Web. Together, we can make sure
that there’s Music for All Kids — and that there’s always music in'Paradise, wherever
Paradise may be.






Social activities for pf:oplc: with

similar tastes and interests.

-

—]

Just something I thought Margartaville might find interesting,
I find it amazing.

I don’t know if youre aware of Jim Hoehn and Kevin Mulvenna.
They’re two Buffettesqe performers that live in Milwaukee. They play
our list gathering every summer (RACAfest) and the first year, they
recorded it and did a live CD. Wonderful guys and really good musi-
cians.

Well, they decided to tie in a fundraiser for the RACAfest charity
(Fernside Center for Greiving Children, which was an SFC charity a
few years ago) to a one week sale on the “Live at RACAfest CD”. They
agreed to sell the CD for $10 and donate $8 of the money to Fernside.

We got with all the major PH websites and they all agreed to help
sponsor this event. We decided to market this thing net-wide and the
results have been amazing. As of yesterday, we’ve sold 280 copies of
this CD since Friday (the sale runs until this Saturday) and raised over
$2000.

Just goes to show how generous the Buffett fans are...

Thanks for your time.
Bill Lack
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