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Recent forays from the swampy peninsula have taken JB and company through the Bahamas and into Haiti.
Now the Bahamas are a great place, and many other picturesque islands form the vast curve insulating the
Caribbean Sea from the Atlantic, so what the hell was Jimmy doing in the mother of all third world countries?
U.S. Ambassador Swing is a Parrot Head and invited Jimmy to Port-au-Prince where they met and had din-
ner with the mayor of the Garibbean seaport.

In classic “livin’ my life like a song” fashion, Richard Morse, operator of the historic Hotel Oloffson happens
to be the leader of a popular Haitian group RAM. The above mentioned mayor is a popular folk singer as well,
so it's no surprise that the dinner party becomes an impromtu concert with Jimmy singing along in Creole.
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“With it's towers and balconies and wooden fretwork decora-
tions it had the air at night of a Charles Addams house in a num-
ber of The New Yorker. You expected a witch to open the door to

you or a maniac butler, with a bat dangling from a chandelier

behind him. But in the sunlight, or when the lights went on
among the palms, it seemed fragile and period and pretty and
absurd, an illustration from a book of fairy tales.”

Graham Greene’s description of the fictional Hotel Trianon in his
novel The Comedians holds true to this day. The actual locale is
the Hotel Oloffson in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and rather than a
maniac butler, expect to run into singer/songwriter Manno
Charlemagne, the current mayor of Port-au-Prince and, after a
recent three year safety stint in Miami, permanent resident at the
Oloffson. Daisann McLane writing in Rolling Stone Magazine,
“The Oloffson, besides providing a refuge to the troubadour
turned mayor, happens to be owned by Richard Morse, leader of
RAM, one of a new wave of Haitian bands that is changing the
cultural landscape of this struggling nation where politics, music
and husiness intertwine in a tangle so complex, it's difficult to
say where one ends and the other begins.”

RAM’s band leader, Richard Morse, who personifies the
group's genesis and trajectory; is a third generation Haitian
musician. His mother, Emerante de Pradine, is a well-known

Haitian musician and dancer who has been recorded by the late
Moses Asch’s Falkways Recordings. His father is a retired
Chairman of Latin American studies at Yale University.
Following Richard’s graduation from Princeton University, he
played around the pop/funk club circuit, but the lure of his her-
itage from his mother proved compelling, so he moved to Haiti
during the mid 80’s. He began to trace the common African
roots of American pop music via R&B and Haiti’s Vodou
rhythms in search of an honest synthesis.

Today RAM consists of over a dozen musicians and dancers
drawn from the cream of Haiti's music scene, including three
master drummers whose hand carved instruments speak from
the soul of the countryside. RAM’s music is electric and
acoustic, drawing power and inspiration from parallel sources.

Director Jonathan Demme, has spent considerable time in Haiti
and at the Oloffson, and kept the band in mind when his hit film
Philadelphia was being scored. The platinum selling soundtrack
CD included the tune Ibo Lele (Dreams Come True) from their
first album Aibobo and gave the band their initial serious state-
side and international exposure. RAM performed at the Bouyon
Rasin (pronounced rah-SEEN) Music Festival in July, 1995, a
. celebration of Haiti's return to a somewhat even keel, and most
s recently at Haiti's Camival in February of this year. Rasin is a
f roots music that weaves traditional Afro-Haitian vodou rhythms
é with slamming rock guitars and metaphor-laden political lyrics of
& struggle and spiritual redemption.

RAM'’s second album Puritan Vodou will be released on April
10, and will be available at the Margaritaville Store and
through the Coconut Telegraph.

#CDRAM $17.00
#TARAM $9.98



aii-tour. It's a
Ut to see their

| The days drift by. they don't have names.
There are so many quiet places. And




None of the streets here look the same:
smilin’ eyes match the smilin’ faces.”
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The crack management staff of the
Margaritaville Store hurdled the counter - not
an easy task for either of them - and went on
the road. Their road trips differ significantly
from the Big Guy's, but they enjoy it as much;
although the only people they eniertain are
themselves.

Fl There ate times when the Margaritaville

; Store in New Orleans needs our attention.

Fl Not that they don't know what they're

! doing, they do. But we've experienced just

' about anything that can happen in a retail
store in the last dozen years from customers,
to employees, to computers, to merchan-
dise, that an occasional trip to New Orleans
is helptul and necessary. We planned to
spend a few days there, and then off to the
Qasis Gift Show in Phoenix, AZ.

We took the Margaritaville Store buyer
with us this time, for her inventory exper-
§ tise, her computer knowledge and her turn
g to buy a round. New Orleans was a couple

of days work, and one day to eat. The
Margaritaville Cafe was better than ever
with new items on the menu and a remod-
. eled Storyville Tavern. The tavern now has
- a videg screen so you can see who's playing
on stage.

New Orleans was cold, and we were
looking forward to flying out to the desert,
speaking of dessert, did I mention the
Brown Eyed Girl at the €afe in New
Orleans? You gotta get it. So we're now at
4 . the gift show in Phoenix. Over 1700 booths
|  featuring a wide variety of items. We base
‘our selection on things we like, that we
think others will like, that fit the
Margaritaville theme, and that people writ-
ing into Behind the Counter have suggest-
ed. We picked up many items and saw
some great ideas for future merchandise.

The time spent at the gift show was

- well worth it. Key West sits alone at the end
of the highway, and it pays to get out occa-
sionally and see what the world has to
offer. Its also worth it to see that we're
doing everything right. The show offered
advice on merchandise placement and dis-
play. We listened, but many of their sugges-
tions were already in place at
Margaritaville. Many customers tell us they
love the way the store is set up, and now
we hear from the pros that we did it right!
This called for a celebration. Who's turn to
buy a round?

We returned to find out Jimmy was giv-
£ ing a concert in West Palm Beach on

il Saturday night. No need to unpack, it’s
time for another road trip.
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TALES FrOM MARGARITAVILLE The classic best seller. Overéijc'papcrhack #BKTALEPB $12.00

WHERE IS JOE MERCHANT? A tribute to Buffeit's storytelling skills. Hardback still available
Hardback #BKJOEM $§19.95. Pocket paperback #BKJOEMPB $5.99

Pocket paperback #BKTALEPB2 $5.99

JorLy MoN Jimmy & Savannah Janes Buffett's best selling children’s book based on the song.
Hardback #BKJOLLY $16.00 Paperback #BKJOLLYPB $6.00. Also avaifable in Hardback & Cassette Tape
set featuring Jimmy and Savannah Jane, background music by Michael Utley. #BKJOLLTA $19.95

TrOUBLE DOLLS Our heroine ealists the help of her Guatemalan Trouble Dolls to focate her father, lost
in the Everglades. Hardback #BKTRBL $14.95

Jmaray Burrerr SCRAPBOOK Unauthorized biography by unauthorized authors. #BKSCRAP $19.95

NEW jiMMY BUFFETT SONGBOOK features titles from Fruitcakes and Barometer Soup. Includes piano,
vocals and chords. #BKJBSONGS2 $25.00

Kry West ComPANION Guide (o the history, geography, habits and inhabitants of one of the oddest and
most agreeable places on carth. #BKCOMP $13.95

Key WesT READER Our island as seen through the eyes of 23 esteemed writers. #BKREADPP $1495
OCEAN ALMANAC Essays, anccdotes, facts and legends all about the carth's occans #BKALMAN $21.95

Dot Stop THE CArNIVAL Herman Wouk's scmi-autobiogréph.y of an American businessman down
island caught between manina and “mon soon come”. #BKCARN $15.95

MARGARITAVILLE DRINK MiX GUIDE contains over 100 drink recipes. #BKDRINK $7.95

TREASURE ISLAND The famous pirate tale by Robert Louis Stevenson is Volume I of The Shipwreck
Editions, classic stories that inspired Jimmy Buffetr. Each limited edition will be published exclusively for
Margaritaville. Books are certified, numbered and affixed with the publishers seal. Hard cover clothbound
book features gold foil title and artwork, and is stamped with the Peninsula Press Limited Edition Seal.

#BKTREASURE $15.00

Havana, TALES OF THE CitY From the Chronicles Abroad Series. In Havana, the many faces of this
cosmopolitan city, with it's decaying colonial grandeur and uncertain future, are gathered into one

~ compelling anthology. #BKHAVANA $13.95

TEQUILA, THE BOOK Whether you drink it in a shot glass, a sunrise, or a margarita, tequila is the stuff of
legends. The book includes over forty recipes for appetizers, soups and salads, entrées and desserts, as well
as drinks, all made with - or perfect to serve with - tequila. #BKTEQUILA $10.95

ISLAND BARBECUE offers spirited recipes from the Caribbean. Entrées, side dishes, desserts and beverages,
all with 2 Caribbean {lair. Includes full color illustrations, barhecuing tips, a glossary of ingredients, and a
directory of Caribbean food distributors. #BKISLANDBBQ §$15.95

BAnAMA MamA'S COOKING includes more than 140 unique, authentic Bahamian recipes bursting with 2
flavorful convergence of fresh land crabs, conch, crawfish, papaya, plantains and exotic native ingredients,
#BKMAMAS $12.95 :

UUNDYING LOVE is a true story that could happen only in Key West. Bizzare tale proves that love is
immortal - f you're an eccentric skilled in mummification. Newspapers around the world covered the
story, horrified but sympathetic to the man who loved 2 woman so much, he could not Jet her go.

Available in hardback. #BKLOVE $23.95

MARGARITAVILLE® Mail Order Section




MARGARITAVILLE SAND-WASHED T'
Features funky M - Ville embroidered on left

front chest. Available in Black, Blue or Green.
Size: L& XL only. #CRS2VILLE $21.95

M-ViLLE BALL CAP

New M - Ville design embroidered
on front panel of 100% cotton cap.
Available in Natural, Blue or Black.
Adjustable buckle-strap.”
#CP2MVILLE $17.00




KeYy WEST PICTURE SHOW

A fast paced satire of the
1950’s travelogues, exploring
the unconventional island with

honesty and humor. Award
winning film runs 40 minutes.
#VIKWPIC $19.95
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HA!’PY BirTHDAY COCONUT
Hand pamted greeting on Florida Keys coconut.
Your cuuonut arrives ready to sign and send.

#NVHBGDCG $15 00







NUT TELEGRAPH |
n‘r-sm*vm HENLEY |
; desgg;n embroidered on left front chest. 3-button
@Iac éxlended fail, comg)rtable fit. Size: M,L& XL.

‘ 11!&\.'eulablegr Natural, Green, Blue or Black
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Blew out my flip flop,
rtepped ona...
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M-ViLLE Visor
Margaritaville Label stitched on cot:
ton visor. Adjustable velcro strap,

_““wRequestcolor when ordering. e

NEW CARBBEAN Sour DEsioys  "USTLABEL®1300 8

100% cotton crew neck T's. Size . e
M,L XL& XXL. $15.95

Tropical Troller avs »

#C i

Corree Muc & CoFFEE
argaritaville Mug holds 8 oz.

#GWFUNMUG $8.00
y West Cuban Roast Coffee 6 oz.
bag of beans. #FDCOFF $6.00




#NVPHOTO 1

ConcesT PHOTOS
Photographer David DeNoma's
photos have graced Buffett
albums, the Parrot Head
Handhook, songhooks and
national newspapers, has offered
several photos for sale through
the Coconut Telegraph. Photos
are 8 X 11 actual color prints.
Specify number when ordering.
#NVPHOTO $15.00

MARGARITAVILLE STORE
(GOLF SHIRT

100% cotton Outer Banks® golf
shirt, 2-button placket, banded
sleeves and split extended tail.
Available in White, Royal Blug,
Turquoise, Yellow or Forest
Green. M,LXL & XXL.
#GS2SPLAS $37.00
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My local paper did & review of the new Offspring album. They have an anti-dg song
about & druggie with the line, T don't know it T'm understood, but hearing Jimmy Buffett
niever sounded s0 good.” BTW, T own and Offspring album and they are quite good Not rearly
as good as 8ubba, of course. Fing up!

LBeagieqt

Must be good, no one describes post-pubescent angst better than Jimmy Buffett.

T om o long bime Parrok Head Lrom NI and was st surfing arownd,
stead of workingr and. thongint T migrnt look Yrow GrnsS up. for Chvistmas iy
well meaning boyefriend arot me o Buffett boot, or so he thougrnt. Rigdnt now T
can not think. of the man s name thak wrote the book, but it is not . boot. that
would have Mr. Buffett’s approval As soon as T am done reading it T inkend
t0 sed the man A nok so nice note. Yes, it is neat to find onk how pesple gt
starbed. and, what made them Ehe w theye are. That is if Yrow Lnow the real
Locts, this sy stud0. ok of stuff thot he s 1o vigrd 4o.

' T fonye

This is the third damn issue in a row I've mentioned this book we refuse to
promote or sell. I won't bring it up again.

T'm a retived poliee offieer. T spent 4ne First 10 wears of my eareer in Key west.
G long ime ago in A aalaxy. ede, T stood at 4ne bumper of wour Kews-mobile and
wrofe Wow A parking icket on the side street across from the Strand Theader on Duval
Street. Uow wirt just eoming out of the reeord store that was nearbw, T tnink it was
calied Gallagner’s musie Sfore.

Vow were not that well known 4hen, and i+ was not 4nat big a deal, but T Folt
Lspeeidly bad when 20 minudes \ater T found Pedvo Copion writing wow up for leaving
wour ear vunning in front of tne S Post oFfiee on Simondon.

T realiy did 4y 4o 44l nim out of i, telling him fhat vow wert thad gread singer
of tomy monday and There’s 4 woman Coing trazyy on Caroling Street - on of My
favorides. we Mwans feased (shiy about when she worked at The Top of 4he Latonena.
Anawan, ne had never neard of ow, and it Wou remember Pedro at all, vow know it
didn't mAfter AnAwAW. Wow wert 4oing fo ged the ieked We made more arvests at
Fausto’s than the rest of ws combined.

My coneedion with vow is probablyy most deute when T yearn for 4ne days of
belonging around Nermon and waddell, and e fime when we cowld keep tnat and ofner
stered places 4o oursthves, and away from most of 4he rest of he world

feal tnancellor, dr

Thanks for the letter Neal. I'll pass it on to Jimmy. I'm sure he'll pay that
parking ticket as soon as he settles that Mini-Mart misunderstanding.
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- JANUARY WAS A BUSY SAILING MONTH
. IN KEY WEST. THE MIDWINTER
REGATTA, NORMALLY HELD IN MIAMI,

. MADE A 20-YEAR ANNIVERSARY RETURN

St

 To KEY WEST. THESE WERE THE SLICK
J/24 CLASS BOATS, OF WHICH OVER 100
' PARTICIPATED. ANOTHER CLASS OF
SAILBOAT, THE HEAVYWEIGHT CLASS,
THE CREAM OF THE CROP, THE TOP OF

"_ THE SAILING WORLD, THE IMS2 CLASS

. COMPETED. ONE OF THE COMPETITORS
WAS OUR OWN ROSS RITTO, JIMMY’S
SOUNDMAN AND STUDIO ENGINEER.

- Ross’ -s_A-EuNé__H!_s"TQFW Gdés BACK TO ROCHESTER, NY. AND SKIRTING ACROSS
LAKE ONTARIO. ROSS BEGAN SAILING AT 14, INITIALLY CRUISING, AND THEN FOL-
LOWED THE COMPETITIVE TACK INTC RACING. HIS EARLY RACING WAS DONE IN A
SUNFISH, STILL THE EASIEST BOAT TO LEARN THE ART OF SAILING.

IN 1976 JIMMY WAS THE OPENING ACT FOR THE EAGLES. ROSS JOINED THE TOUR
THAT SUMMER AND HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH JIMMY EVER SINCE. JIMMY’S LOVE
OF SAILING WAS OBVIOUS AND THIS REKINDLED THE SAILING BUG IN ROSS. “JIMMY
HAD THE BIG CRUISER AT THAT TIME, THE EUPHORIA Il, | BELIEVE, AND I BEGAN TO
T_'HlNK ABOUT GETTING BACK INTO SAILING.”

ROSS WENT BACK TO NEW YORK AND BOUGHT A CRUISER, AN ISLAND TRADER 41-
FOOT KETCH. HE BEGAN A NINE-MONTH CRUISE ALONG THE EAST COAST, THROUGH
THE BAHAMAS AND INTO THE CARIBBEAN. “THE CRUISE WASN’T ALL AT ONCE,” HE
TOLD ME ON THE PHONE. “JIMMY WAS TOURING MORE AT THAT TIME, SO WE WOULD
DOCK SOMEWHERE, FLY OVER TO TOUR WITH THE BAND FOR AWHILE, THEN RESUME
OUR CRUISE.” MY ENVIOUS “OH MAN” SIGH WAS AUDIBLE, AND TALKING ABOUT IT
SEEMED TO HAVE SENT ROSS ON A QUICK NOSTALGIA TRIP OF HIS OWN, “IT WAS
REALLY A GREAT TIME. THE BAHAMAS ARE FUN TO SAIL AROUND. LOT OF GREAT
PLACES TO ANCHOR.”

ROSS MOVED TO CALIFORNIA IN THE 80’S, STARTED A VERY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS,
SOUND IMAGE, AND AFTER A FEW YEARS BEGAN TO THINK ABOUT GETTING BACK
INTO SAILING - AGAIN. “THERE’S NO PLACE TO CRUISE IN CALIFORNIA, NOT LIKE
THE CARIBBEAN ANYWAY, SO | DECIDED TO GET BACK INTO RACING.” ROSS OWNS
THE HIGH 5, WHICH HE UNABASHEDLY CLAIMS IS THE “HOT BOAT” IN SAN DIEGO.
“WE RACE A LOT IN SAN DIEGO, AND WE DO WEL}.%”

BUT THE BIG DADDY OF THE IMS2 RACING CIRcCU ":" IS THE KEY WEST RACE, SO
ROSS BROUGHT THE 40-FOOT HIGH 5 AND CREW TEN TO COMPETE. “WE’D RACED
IN A PHRF AMATEUR RACE IN KEY WEST IN 19' -LACING 2ND IN OUR CLASS,
PLUS | WAS FAMILIAR ENOUGH WITH THE A?Eﬂ TORE INK WE HAD A CHANCE.”

THE HIGH 5 WAS THE OLDEST BOAT IN ITS LASS,
UED AT SUB.STANT[A:LI..Y LESS THAN THE

= TED THE SLOWEST, AND VAL-

i LLIDN D

LAR BOATS IT HAD TO COMPETE
THE COMPETENT CREW INCLUDING WALT BI E /
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? T‘: W Parrot Heads in Richmond,VA. have
i S E E “adopted” an 1 year old girl. Katherine was born
| e v v () deaf, but would read Jimmy and daughter
.t; @1 Savannah Jane's childens books and “listen” to
: * 4 o E : Jimmy's music by hugging the speakers and feel-
: :: “i: 5 ing the vibrations. Several months ago she was
g B =) fortunate enough to have cochlear implants sur-
- =~ g gically placed in her ears, and she can now hear
v 4] ' Jimmy Buffett for the first time.
5 ‘,‘3 ‘E« 3 Katherine served as the Grand Marshall on
J o a 48-foot Christmas Island float sponsored by
@) o 2 Parrot Heads in her citys annval Christmas
) o g vol-

ighted palm frees and passengers wearing
reindeer antlers and grass skirts
ng with the Christmas Island CD.
n Most Original out of 27 other
y made” floats; obviously a hit
s and those covering the parade for
est part is Katherine becoming a
my Buffett's Phlock, and being

1 and celebrate his music with us.”

The mission of
Casita de San

Jose is to serve

the needs of

abused children
between the ages of
one to twelve by
providing a long-term
therapeutic freatment
program conducted
within a group home
environment. The Casita
program offers a home-
like environment with a
focus on providing uncon-
ditional love, nurturing and
consistency, while advancing
the overall development of

each child.
Parrot Heads in Orange County, CA. held a Chili Cook-Off recently

to raise money for the children of Casita de San Jose. Nellie Carlen
writes that, “The autographed photo of Jimmy was very nicely framed
by one of our members and brought almost §300 at the silent auction.
What a fantastic event - we had over 32 silent auction items, including a
cheeseburger shaped computer mouse, theater tickets, haircuts, dinner
certificates and many more fantastic stems. While in Key West I had
the opportunity to meet Captain Tony and he also signed a few items
for us which were very popular.”
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