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Twenty-five years ago Raoul Duke and his 300
pound Samoan lawyer laced the trunk of a
rental car and careened across Death Valley into
journalistic history. The trip sealed the fate of
Hunter 8. Thompson. Fear & Loathing in Las Vegas
broke all the rules; literal, chemical and societal, and
secured Hunter a place in the bar rooms, courtrooms
and classrooms of the dysfunctional country he
fearlessly sought to explain. His road less
traveled; the thin blue line from corre-
spondent to comic strip character,
marked hy the occasional literary spike, a ot
well documented fondness for mind numbing
beverages and a tendency toward getting his S
waxed wings a bit singed, offers a view unlike any
observed from the less stressful interstate.

Hunter Thompson’s mysterious hold on the minds of left leaning Americans,
heretofore existing only in written form, is about to be released in audio.
Margaritaville Records plans to release Fear & Loathing in Las Vegas on
cassette tape and CD to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the release
of the classic salute to the death of the 60's - a literary Irish Wake. Fear and
Loathing is the twisted account of Hunter Thompson’s’ seemingly routine
assignment to cover the Mint 400 and the ensuing road trip to Las Vegas.

Rolling Stone’s National Correspondent, creator of gonzo journalism,
acknowledged master of in-your-face reporting, Hunter Thompson bears the
scars of life on the razors edge. Denied a high school diploma, but graduat-
ing from the big house, Hunter longed to escape the hackwater sensibilities
that served to both stunt and encourage his adolescent admiration for the
fourth estate. Ironically it was a return to his home state that broke the vir-
ginity of gonzo journalism, and popped the pretentious mint julep mindset
while reporting on the Kentucky Derby.

Hunter Thompson has a symbiotic relationship with Fear & Loathing in Las
Vegas, he created it, nurtured it, and ultimately bears the responsibility for
it. The novel is like a Jackson Pollock painting; thoughtlessly splattered can-
vas to the layman, but a work of art to the trained eye. The new release from
Margaritaville Records will serve as an introduction to the curious, a new
addition to the HST fan and a peacock feather in the cap of Raoul Duke’s
alter ego.

Narrated by veteran actor Harry Dean Stanton and featuring the verbal char-
acterizations of Jim Jarmusch as Duke and Maury Chaykin as Gonzo.
They're joined by Joan Cusack, Laurie Metcalf, Glenn Headly and from the
first SNL wave Laraine Newman. Ragtime banjo player and sometime actor
George Segal also lends his talents.

Margaritaville Records’ Todd Snider appears as the hapless hitchhiker, and
Jimmy Buffett portrays the desert cop who took pity on Duke, “...try the
seafood, fella like you must like landcrab.”

Just when it appeared that the dust from the baby boom had finally settled,
it continues to blow through Barstow, continues to clog the grinding gears
of mediocrity, continues to tear the eyes of placid Republicans callously
brushing the gritty film from car rental contracts. Twenty-five years ago Fear
and Loathing was the cutting edge. The audio release of this classic will
slice through the dull layers of the last two decades, and expose a new gen-
eration to Hunter S. Thompson.




Betind the Cowitan

The continuing series that asks, “How the hell did you get such a great job!?”

It's Fantasy Fest in Key West, For
those of you who don’t know, every year
Key West throws a big, week-long party
around Halloween called Fantasy Fest.
The town fills up with thousands of peo-
ple, and it seems like they all come
through the Margaritaville Store at one
time or another, or all at the same time!

This is the 12th Fantasy Fest we've
spent behind the counter, the last 10 on
Duval Street right in the middle of every-
thing. The parades and parties start to get
to us around Wednesday. People all over
town are enjoying themselves, at the
beach, drinking margaritas, or just biking
around the island, while we’re at work.
And it's always the busiest time when
things go wrong. The air conditioner
broke early in the week, and the heat is
no good for the computers. The receipt
printer broke on one computer, so now
we're back to one line, one long line,
while it’s in the shop.

“You'll have it back later in the
week,” the guy said. “I've got to get my
costume together!” Great. Everybody else
is getting into it, and we’re still here. T go
upstairs to the Coconut Telegraph and
still find no relief. They're going crazy
getting ready for Christmas, the phones
ringing off the hook, and inventory
stocked everywhere.

Back in the store, a customer asked

me directions to the post office. He had
bought a hand painted coconut to send
to a friend. “Margaritaville rules,” he
said, “you're so lucky to work here!”

They were right. Gina was behind
the counter and could somehow see a
change had come over me. We began
talking about past Fantasy Fest’s. The
year Jimmy was Grand Marshall of the
parade, the year we all joined Jimmy on
the roof to watch the parade, the Last
Mango Cruise...But the best had to be in
1987 when we moved to Duval Street.
The store was still being built, there was
no front wall, just a heavy metal screen
to pull down when it was time to close.
When the streets start getting crazy at
Fantasy Fest it’s time to close. Jimmy was
in town that year, and had a bottle of
champagne to inaugurate the new store.
Of course at the pop of the cork, Jimmy
sprayed everyone in the store, and every-
one on the street within 6 feet of the
screen.

‘We cranked up Jimmy on the stereo,
“Don’t know the reason, stayed there all
season...” We were singing, the cus-
tomers - young and old - were singing.
“What are dressing up as this year?” Gina
asked. “What's the theme?”

“Who cares!”

“.but I know, it's our own damn
fault!”

Your comments and questions are welcome.
Write to Behind The Counter, 500 Duval Street, Key West, FL 33040




- New 1996 Christmas Design available

New 1996 Christmas Design "Ho ho ho and'a
bottle of rhum Santa’s off fo the Caribbean”
Box of 20 cards w/envelopes #STWREATH-
SET $20.00 Single card w/snvelope
#STWREATH $1.50

on 80/20 sweatshirt. White only. Size:
M.LX & XXL #SW1XMAS $27.95

Christmas Ornaments designed by 3rd
Street. Hand painted wooden ornaments

in 5"X5" box. Set of 4, Cheeseburger,
Margarita Glass, Palm Tree and Salt Shaker.
#NVORNSET $20.00

Margaritaville Christmas Greeting hand painted
on Florida Keys coconut. #NVXCOCO $16.00

Margaritaville Cafe Holiday Design ‘Universal
Laughter Ringing Out Among The Stars” Box of 20 cards
w/envelopes #STXMAS2SET $20.00 Single card
w/envelope #STXMAS2 $1.50
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Cheeseburger Apron Canvas apron with reinforced stitching on apron and ties. #NVAPRON' $18.00

Island Barbecue offers spirited recipes from the Caribbean. entrees, side dishes, desserts and beverages,
all'with a Caribbean flair. Includes full color illustrations, barbecuing tips, a glossary of ingredisnts, and a
directory of Caribbean food distributors. #BKISLANDBBQ $15.95

Bahama Mama’s Cooking includes more than 140 unique,
authentic Bahamian recipes bursting with a flavorful conver-
gence of fresh land crabs, conch, crawfish, papaya, plantains and
exotic native ingredients. #BKMAMAS $12.95

Key Lime Cooler Cookies A thin bite size cookie
with a deliciously tart keylime flavor. Tin
contains approximately 50 cookies.
#FDCOOKIE $7.50

Margaritaville’s Margarita Mix
Bag makes 1 quart.
#FDMIX $5.00

Key West Cuban Roast
Coffee 6oz bag of beans.
#FDCOFF $6.00

Porcelain Parrot Head Mug Holds beverages or objects of your choise. #GWPHMUG $10.00
Margaritaville Coffee Mug Colorful 3rd Street design. #GWFUNMUG $8.00

Foam Kool Kups #KOOL $3.00 or #KOOLSET 6-pack for $15.00

Neoprene Bottle Skins come in Blue, Pink or Green #SKIN $7.00

Cool Pack Features 2 insulated compartments. The top measures 3" X 12”, convenient for snacks or
sandwiches. The bottom 6" X 127, plenty of room for ice and drinks. Tough vinyl, reinforced zippers
and adjustable strap.
#NVKOOLER $19.95

Parrot Head Koozie
Holds bottles or cans.
Molded rubber.
#NVPHKOOZIE $7.25
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The Bush Pilot Expedition is a

~ global voyage of discovery. ltisa

journey to the remote regions of the
world to examine and analyze the
role of the bush pilot. Charles

~ Lindbergh was one of the first men to
-see the extent of accelerating change
~in the world from above. As a conser-
-vationist, he saw the need for a bal-

ance between technology and what
he called the wisdom of wilderness.

- Several years ago Jimmy
received a letter from Tom Claytor, a
young pilot hoping to circle the globe
in a small single-engine plane while
living and working with bush pilots on

- the seven continents.

“| started from home, Philadel-

_phia, on 2 December, 1990. | went
“through Canada to Greenland. It's

very extreme, dark 24 hours a day,
40 degrees below zero. Then to

" Iceland, the Faroe Islands, down

through Europe and into Africa. I've
been in 25 countries so far in North,

Western and Central Africa. | seek

out bush pilots and writers. My net-
work for this trip is bush pilots. They
tell me how to fly through an area,
where to get gas and teach me about

- the politics of the different countries.”

Correspondence to the envious

Coconut Telegraph staff is filled with

Tom’s exploits. Of course, we'’re usu-

. ally sharing his letters in the relative

comfort of the Margaritaville Cafe; an
historical notorious spot, but rarely, if
ever, haunted by tire-chewing hyen-
nas or diamond smugglers - that I'm
aware of anyway. “l sleep beneath

- the plane each night with a guard

waiting for the bandits from Zaire.
The French lady has the only store in

- town; she sells mobilette parts, chain-

saws and pornographic videos. A
Swedish volunteer arrived in a village

- south of here, but had to leave

because everyone thought she was
the girl in the video.”
Financial restraints have forced

- Tom to spend much more time in

Africa than originally planned. In 1994

. Toms writes, “I realize | am going to

_have to try and raise some outside
funds. | want to get moving and
'spend more time writing, filming and

- photographing instead of scraping for
funds.” National Geographic has

made a film of the trip and his video
footage has appeared on Explorer
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Tax-deductible contributions to the
project are essential. They can be
made to The Bush Pilot Expedition,
The Explorers Club, 46 East 70th
Street, New York, NY 10021. All
_contributions are highly appreciated

and will be acknowledged in the
author’s book.
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