


. Halloween has come and gone, and another edition of the Fantasy Fest
“poster hangs limply in store windows while “Official 1997 Call Of The Wild” T-shirts
are placed on sale. Key West pulls out all the stops in this annual event and celebrates
in a way that atttagis national attention. Costumes are optional, bizarre behavior is not
only condoned, but required, and all scruples are checked at the door - you know, kind
of like the parking lot at a Buffett concert. Comparisons to New Orleans’ Mardi Gras
have been made by those engaging in these activities, and those who choose not to
participate liken it to a week in a mental institution - albeit with better food. To the
uninitiated it may seem an unorthodox way to celebrate the “hallowed” eve of All
Saint’s Day, but many Key West Sunday mornings have been greeted with the cry, “The
dead have arisen!”

Fantasy Fest began two decades ago when there was still such a thing as a
“season.” Locals fighting the October doldrums threw parties to celebrate surviving
the seasonal tourist onslaught. Eventually these parties would adopt themes requiring
planning and costumes. The celebrating began days in advance and costume adorn-
ment was not confined to the parade. Bank tellers, store clerks, why even the owner of
Fausto’s Food Palace began “dressing” for work. Individuality promotes competition,
and the creativity expressed in the costumes of the late 70’s demanded to be displayed.
Why dress up for only one night? Costumed conchs exhibited their outfits at parties
and in the streets, gravitating toward
Duval where, after a time, expectant
lawn-chaired locals lined the popular
avenue.

Word soon spread about the
fall festival in Key West, and visitors
began packing costumes along with their
suntan oil. Streets were blocked off for
parties, hotels and guesthouses were
topically garnished and businesses
closed their doors to participate in the
festivities. Fantasy Fest was born, nour-
ished by tourists and locals alike and
administered by revolving royalty - the
Fantasy Fest King & Queen.

The party begins with a
Bahamian Goombay Festival. Petronia
Street strikes a third world pose, enticing
inquiring minds and appetites deep into Bahama Village. Everything from traditional
conch and lobster to exotic Everglade alligator tail to what | suppose is meat, is mari-
nated in an eye-watering home grown mélange stewing in a cast iron vessel charred
by an eternal propane flame, then deep fried in boiling oil reminiscent of less choles-
terol-conscious times.

Margaritaville’s involvement with this yearly ritual began 10 years ago. We
began as observers, curious transplants to the strange world thrilled to discover the
anonymity of a mask. In 1985 Jimmy served as Captain Tony Tarracino’s unofficial
campaign manager in his run at the Key West mayoral position. The infamous captain
lost the election that year, but had a helluva float. Several years later, Jimmy coaxed all

Feeding Frenzy Concert, Smathers Beach — Fantasy Fest '90

Jimmy and Captain Tony — Fantasy Fest '85
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second generation Margaritians into the bed of a rusty, hastily decorated
pickup truck, and persuaded the then Key West rookie J.L. Jamison to drive
in the parade. Jimmy’s live album, Feeding Frenzy, released during 1990’s
Fantasy Fest, began with an early afternoon Smather’s Beach concert and
ended up on the main drag. Last years’ Pencil Thin Mustache was a blast to
put together and cheered along it’s ill-fated attempt to complete the route.

The move to our present Duval Street location afforded
Margaritians and their ballooning entourage an enviable view of the Grand
Parade. We scramble to get a good seat at an open window, Jimmy chau-
vinistically assists the former Miss Slagsvol down an unsafe-at-any-speed
ladder onto the roof, coolers of Corona - there’s a plug for you guys at
Barton Beers, how about a couple of cases next year? - are produced, and
the judging begins.

Our rooftop location insists that we vocally convince the Fantasy
Fest officials across the street that we are in a better position to judge than
they, so they can split. The pageant proceeds down Duval, pelting the crowd
with strands of beads, condoms, and the occasional unbalanced float par-
ticipant. It’s recycling at it’s finest as tokens from an earlier float are flung
back at late entries. The parade is historically dominated by our neighbors
at Fast Buck Freddies, bi-annual float winners whose greatest claim to fame
is a bigger-than-life size King Kong clutching a drag queen right out my
office window. This was several years ago, but I'm still haunted by the mem-
ory. These miracle maché molders are also responsible for oversized
Supremes, fire breathing dragons, a blood spewing Bride of Frankenstein,
and one year some crazy Chinese New Year thing that was incredible.

Jimmy missed this years Call Of The Wild, but we continued
judge-baiting, float-rating, stranger-mating rituals in his absence. Now if |
could just find my car keys.

“Phato: David A. DeNor;
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Sharon and Gina

This is a new feature of The Coconut
Telegraph highlighting the crack man-
agement staff of the Margaritaville Store
in Key West. Sharon & Gina have been
with Margaritaville for well over a
decade. They were rewarded for their loy-
alty with a trip to Compass Point in the
Bahamas, and came home rested and
rejuvenated, anxious to get back behind
the Key West counter. This column will
feature their observations of the cus-
tomers, the comments, the questions of
the curious cruisers.

The most asked question is if Jimmy
really owns the store. We tell him yes, he
does, and yes he does come in at times.
Not as often as he used to, but those
times are very special for the customers.
He’s always in a good mood when he
comes, signing autographs and posing
for pictures.

We should probably start with mem-
ories of the old store in Land’s End
Village. The store was much smaller then,
but the cutomers were always excited to
be there. Jimmy spent a lot more time in
town in those days, and we’d see him out
at bars and restaurants all the time. It was
great because he would buy us a drink
and come by and say Hi. But now we’re
off the topic...

Our cutomers come in all shapes and
sizes, they come to Key West by boat, car

or plane. However they get here, they all
know where Margaritaville is, whether
they're buying something for themselves,
or picking up a gift for someone back
home. Many of our old customers will be
pleased to find out we now have two reg-
isters. With one register and a store full of
customers, the most common complaint
was that, “the line at Margaritaville was
longer than any at Disneyworld!” As
funny as this was, it was also true. So we
recently had another one installed. The
customers really seem to appreciate it,
and we all like being able to greet them
while they’re still in a good mood.

We do get some great questions.
“What time is sunset celebration?”
“Where’s the buffet?” But our favorite
had to be the guy from Wisconsin who
asked, “Which beach is closest to the
water?” We'll be keeping track of the
questions and remarks of our customers
for this column. In fact, we’d like to hear
your comments. If you've been to Key
West write and let us know what you
thought of the store. If you plan to come
in the future, write us with any questions
you may have.

This column is for you, our cus-
tomer. You can send questions, com-
ments or suggestions to Sharon & Gina,
Behind The Counter, 500 Duval St., Key
West, FL 33040
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Changes in L argaritavi i
garitaville Cafe Late Night Menu - Key West
#TACHAN §7.¢ #TACAFE $7.98 #CDCAFE $13.98

Margaritaville Cafe Late Night Gumbo - New
Orleans

You Had To Be There (Double live recording)  #TAGUMBO $9.98 #CDGUMBO $17.00

#TABETHERE $9.98 #CDBETHERE '$29.95f¢ " Todd Snider Songs For The Daily Planet
Volcano ‘ #TATODD $10.98 $CDTODD $15.98
#TAVOLC $4.98 #CDVOLC $11.98 Todd Snider Step Right Up

Coconut Telegraph #TATODDSTEP $10.98 #CDTODDSTEP $15.98
#TACOCO $4.98 #CDCOCO $11.98 The Iguanas Super Ball

Somewhere Over China #TAIGSUPER $9.98 #CDIGSUPER $13.98
#TACHINA $4.98 #CDCHINA $11.98 Utley & Greenidge Club Trini

One Particular Harbour #TATRINI $9.98 #CDTRINI $17.00
#TAHARB $4.98 #CDHARB $11.98 Parakeet Album - Songs of Jimmy Buffett
Riddles In The Sand #TAKEET $9.98 #CDKEET $17.00
#TARIDDLES $4.98 #CDRIDDLE $ arshall Chapman ...it's about time
Last Mango In Paris : ATIME $9.98 #CDTIME $17.00
#TAMANGO $4.98 #CDMANGO 9 Fda e

Song(s) You Know By Heart A

#TASONGS $7.98 #CDSONGS

Floridays 4

#TAFLOR $4.98 #CDFLOR $ / e
Hot Water r/ b~
#TAHOT $4.98 #CDHOT $11.9¢ Old
Off To See The Lizard i

#TALIZARD $4.98 #CDLIZ

Feeding Frenzy
#TAFRENZY $7.98 #CD!

Buffett Box Set
#TABOX $39.98 # B

Before The Beach/
#TABEACH $7.98

#



New 1996 Christmas Design “Ho ho ho and a
bottle of rhum Santa’s off to the Caribbean”

Box of 20 cards w/envelopes #STWREATH-
SET $20.00 Single card w/envelope
#STWREATH $1.50

New 1996 Christmas Design available
on 80720 sweatshirt. White only. Size:
M.LX,& XXL #SW1XMAS $27.95

Christmas Ornaments designed by 3rd
Street. Hand painted wooden ornaments

in 5"X5" box. Set of 4, Cheeseburger,
Margarita Glass, Palm Tree and Salt Shaker.
#NVORNSET $20.00

Margaritaville Christmas Greeting hand painted
on Florida Keys coconut. #NVXCOCO $16.00

Margaritaville Cafe Holiday Design “Universal
Laughter Ringing Out Among The Stars” Box of 20 cards
w/envelopes #STXMAS2SET $20.00 Single card
w/envelope #STXMAS2 $1.50
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100% cotton crew neck T-shirts.
Available exclusively through the

Margaritaville Store or The Coconut
Telegraph.
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Caribbean Soul

100% cotton crew neck T-shirts featuring
designs based on classic Jimmy Buffett
song lyrics




Cheeseburger Apron Canvas apron with reinforced stitching on apron and ties. #NVAPRON $18.00

Island Barbecue offers spirited recipes from the Caribbean. entrees, side dishes, desserts and beverages,
all with a Caribbean flair. Includes full color illustrations, barbecuing tips, a glossary of ingredients, and a
directory of Caribbean food distributors. #BKISLANDBBQ $15.95

Bahama Mama’s Cooking includes more than 140 unique,
authentic Bahamian recipes bursting with a flavorful conver-
gence of fresh land crabs, conch, crawfish, papaya, plantains and
exotic native ingredients. #BKMAMAS $12.95

Key Lime Cooler Cookies A thin bite size cookie
with a deliciously tart keylime flavor. Tin
contains approximately 50 cookies.
#FDCOOKIE $7.50

Margaritaville’s Margarita Mix
Bag makes 1 quart.
#FDMIX $5.00

Key West Cuban Roast
Coffee 60z bag of beans.
#FDCOFF $6.00

Porcelain Parrot Head Mug Holds beverages or objects of your choise. #6WPHMUG $10.00
Margaritaville Coffee Mug Colorful 3rd Street design. #GWFUNMUG $8.00

Foam Kool Kups #KOOL $3.00 or #KOOLSET 6-pack for $15.00

Neoprene Bottle Skins come in Blue, Pink or Green #SKIN $7.00

Cool Pack Features 2 insulated compartments. The top measures 3" X 12”, convenient for snacks or
sandwiches. The bottom 6” X 12, plenty of room for ice and drinks. Tough vinyl, reinforced zippers
and adjustable strap.

#NVKOOLER $19.95

Parrot Head Koozie
Holds bottles or cans.
Molded rubber.
#NVPHKOOZIE $7.25




Tales From Margarita
paperback #BKTALER
Jolly Mon Jimmy &
Hardback #BKJOL
Also available in b

Trouble Dolls
in the Everglag

$14.95

Ocean Almanac Essays anecdotes, facts and legends alI pe
#BKALMAN $19.95

Don’t Stop The Carnival Herman Wouk’s semi- autobuography of an American busmessman down
island caught between mafiana and “mon soon come”. #BKCARN $14.95

1997 Mariner’s Book of Days Serves as a daybook and information source for the curious mariner.
Right-hand page is a week of days with entries from Maritime history. Left-hand page contains facts
and folklore from the rich traditions of the sea. #BKDAYS $12.95

Margaritaville Drink Mix Guide Contains over 100 drink recipes. #BKDRINK $7.95

Treasure Island The famous pirate tale by Robert Louis Stevenson is Volume | of The Shipwreck
Editions, classic stories that inspired Jimmy Buffett. Each limited edition will be published exclusive-
ly for Margaritaville. Books are certified, numbered and affixed with the publishers seal. Hard cover
clothbound book features gold foil title and artwork, and is stamped with the Peninsula Press
Limited Edition Seal. #8BKTREASURE $15.00

From the Chronicles Abroad Serie ana, Tales of the City. In Havana, the many faces of this
cosmopolitan city, with it’ d W’ colonial grandeur and uncertain future, are gathered into one
mpelling anthg

‘ il [ \jb» o nnk itin a shot glass, a sunrise, or a margarita, tequila is the
.0t leg \ ver forty recipes for appetizers, soups and salads, entrées and desserts,
I ‘ a ,e- de |th - or // et to serve with - tequila. #BKTEQUILA $10.95

arbec cipes from the Caribbean. Entrées, side dishes, desserts and bev-
erages, all with al { e “Includes full color illustrations, barbecuing tips, a glossary of
ingred "“m&_, octory o Caribbean food distributors. #BKISLANDBBA $15.95
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As a school teacher in southern California | play
in my clégsroom My Junior High kids think I'm cra
get their work finished and improves their grades.

Josh Lamont

| was alife-

S
beach
r to Madaket Harbor. We have a report that a
. are you can make it there before the fire de

at what appeared to be a plane ups
alf a mile out. There were several boats in

cue crews. | dove off our boat into the gasoli
filled water not knowing what to expect. As | swam closer to the pla
another boat approached and the passengers informed us that the pilot ha
escaped injury and had left the area. | was relieved that no one was hur
but it was a letdown that no rescue was needed. Only later | found out the
plane belonged to you, and that you were piloting the plane. | was a little
disappointed because it would have been great to meet you, and it would
have made a great story if | had actually rescued Jimmy Buffett.

Billy Burns - Parrot Head

Jimmy apologizes for any
inconvenience his early depar-
ture from the accident may
have caused, but sincerely
appreciates your efforts.

Toronto: It's every Parrot
Heads dream, the chance to
share the stage with Jimmy Buffett. Or even better, take the stage away from him.

During Monday nights dress rehearsal for Buffett’s annual summer trek the singer
innocently asked for a volunteer from the lucky audience of 100 or so invitees in
attendance to help out in the traditional audience-participation portion of the set,
namely Buffett’s notorious country anthem, Why Don’t We Get Drunk And Screw.

Up bounds Glenn Feaver, a civil servant from Bracebridge. “Sing one verse and a
chorus,” Buffett tells him. Feaver has other ideas. “This is the thrill of my lifetime,”
he announces, and proceeds to sing the whole damn song, note and word perfect.
Buffett, meanwhile, relegated himself to backup for a while then, realizing he was-
n't going to get the mike back any time soon, simply went out to dance with the
ladies in the crowd. Feaver finally finished with a bow, as Buffett fell to his knees,
kowtowing and yelling, “I am not worthy!”

This article by John Sakamoto appeared on the Toronto Sun newspapers web pag




SEC Charitable Foundation, Inc.

SFC Charitable Foundation, Inc. was created by Jimmy Buffett and was initially funded with contributions
from his 1995 concert tour. SFC Charitable Foundation, Inc. offers competitive grants to non-profit organiza-
tions that address the root causes of societal or environmental problems. SFC is interested in funding pro-
jects that improve the quality of life for people, and empower individuals to effect positive change in their | 4
communities. Most likely to be considered are organizations that keep their overhead low, and that collabo-
rate with other groups in their community to find innovative ways of solving common problems.

SFC primarily funds projects that serve children and families, disenfranchised groups and the environment.
Donations listed below illustrate the areas of concern to SFC.

Children First
Free Press Charities, Inc .
321 W, Lafayette Blvd.
Detroit, Ml 48226
(313) 222 6595 Jerry Teagan
\

The project does everything from chronicling urban violence against children to organizing pro bono
lawgers to help endangered kids, to sponsoring seminars on preventing violence against children for par-
ents, educators, children's advocates, juvenile justice officials and social workers. Its Summer Dreams ini-
tiative raises funds for nonprofit organizations that run summer activities for children.

Free Medical Clinic of Greater Cleveland .
12201 Euclid Ave.,

Cleveland, OH 44106

(216) 721-4010 Cindy Tausch

Established in 1970 the Free Clinic operated out of a house near th
University, and was a mainstay at local area rock concerts. The

Jobs by offering free medical services, mental healthcounseling,
the spread of the HIV virus, HIV/AIDS seryi
clinics and a legal clinic.

i
o -

Jubilee Housing
1640 Columbia Road NW,
Washington, DC 20009

(202) 328-249 Anissa Bailey

Jubilee Housing offers a unique response to the plight of
for other programs of its kind. Jubilee Housing was
eight buildings, purchased as old, dilapidated
ple. Jubilee leases apartments at 40-50% o
family stability and individual developmen

Rural Southern Voice for Peace
1898 Hannah Branch Road
Burnsville, NC 28714

(704) 675-5933 Jennifer Morgan «

The Listening Project, a communications teai
communication and understanding betwee
process which helps communities ident
organizing assistance, networking and tra
southeastern United States.
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