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CELEBRATED WEEKEND'

CELEBRATING THE HELEASE OF HIS LATEST CD, FAR SIDE AF THE WORLD,

JIMMY BUFFETT TAKES US ON HIS ULTIMATE ISLAND.HOPPING TOUR OF

THE TROPICAL PARADISE.

've always looked at life as a voyage -.. with a thousand ports of call behind me and, I

hope, a thousand more to see," writes singer/songwriter Jimmy Buffett in his best-
selling autobiography, A Pirate Looks at Fitty. Few performers epitomize their ge-
ography better than Jimmy Buffett does the Caribbean. Born in Mississippi, he did a
stint in Nashville, but didn't find his voice - or his audience - until he moved to Key
West, Florida, in the early'70s. As Buffett's star rose, his sails opened and he began
living his songs, captaining all manner of boats throughout the Caribbean and piloting
the Albatross, a 10-passenger Grumman seaplane. Parrotheads, as Buffett's band of

global groupies are called, have reason to rejoice this month; the release ot Far Side of the
World, his 33rd album. So doff the tie and throw away the wristwatch. lt's time for an island-
hopping weekend with Jimmy Buffett in the Caribbean. BY MARK SEAL
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LODGING

"One of my favorite hotels in the whole Caribbean is in
Haiti: the Oloffson in Port-au-Prince. From Lillian Hell-
man to Graham Greene, it has an incredible literary his-

tory. To me, itt the Caribbean of the'30s. In Nevis, you
can either stay in a big, fanry resort like the Four Seasons,

or you can get into Hurricane Cove, near the airport.
It has verandas and palm-lined beaches. [On Harbour
Island in the Bahamas] I have some friends who run the

Pink Sands Hotel, which I like. [On Jamaica] I stayed

over at Strawberry Hill, which is one of Chris Blackwellt
Island Outpost hotels. I also stay at Goldeneye, which
was Ian Flemingt house. Goldeneye is a wonderful spot.

ks like being in a James Bond movie. If you want
action, go to St, Barts. I owned a hotel there, which was

more of an all-night bar than it was a hotel, but it
burned to the ground. Now my favorite hotel there is

the Eden Rock."

MUSI6
"I took my kids to the Bob Marley Museum in Kingston,

Jamaica. Ifyoure a Bob Marley fan, you should go there.

it's a funky little place, but worth going to. The great

thing about the Caribbean is the diversity of the music. I
have made it my business to collect CDs from the islands.

Calypso, reggae, soukous, zook, you name it, I like it."

DINNER

"I always liked Papillote underneath tafalgar Falls in
Dominica. It serves mountain chicken, which is like these

large frogs. Of course, everfhing tastes like chicken, but
they're great. Theret a hot waterfall and a cold waterfall
up at the falls. Theyll take you from the airport and

drop you at this little restaurant, and then you can hike
to the falls and come down and have a meal."

NIGHTLIFE

"Ive always wanted to do 'The Jimmy Buffett 10 Best

Bars in the Caribbean as a show. Just get in my seaplane

and play these bars. I'd start in Bimini at the Compleat
Anglea where Hemingway lived and which influenced

The Old Maru and the Sea. Then the Staniel Cay CIub in
the Bahamas and Happy People Marina. Happy People

has a great dance floor and Staniel Cays got a great din-
ner. Then I would go to Kayet on Rum Cay, which is

down at the end of the Bahamas. Itt a very remote, very

beautiful island. From the Bahamas, IU stop at the Tirr-
tle Cove Inn in Providenciales, which I would put as

one of my top 10 seafood restaurants in the world. They
do the best fresh conch dishes there. I'd then go to the

Anegada Reef Hotel and play there. After that, Le Select

in St. Barts, where I let them use the Cheeseburger in
Paradise trademark for the restaurant and I get to eat

and drink free for the rest of my life. If I was heading

south from there, one of my other little spots would be

the Admiralt Inn in Antigua. It's where all the yachties

go. And theret Frangipani, a great little French hotel
with a great restaurant in Bequia."

SATURDA
BBEAKFAST

"I eat breakfast at Eden Rock on St. Jean Beach in St.

Barts. I like the view because I used to live in St. ]ean. I
wrote a couple of books and albums there, and I used to

rent a room at the Eden Rock. k was kind of my office.-

BEACHES

"The most deserted beaches Ive ever seen are on Long
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Island in the Bahamas. There are a couple of little
hotels there and this incredibly long pink sand beach.

The beaches in Barbuda, off of Artigua, are absolutely
beautiful, too. The reefs have some of the best diving in
the world."

FISHING

"Up-island in the Bahamas, I'd have to say Harbour
Island. You can fish there, and there are nice restaurants

and a marina. Just look up "Bonefish Joe" Cleare, and
he'1l take you fishing. I think every island has a Bonefish

Joe, but het probably the best one."

MOUNTAI'{$
"There are beaches in Jamaica, but I go for the moun-
tains. I really like islands with mountains. It's that in-
credible rivers-meet-the-ocean kind of thing. Dominica
is probably my favorite, and Jamaica as well. I like
the Cockpit Country up in the Jamaican mountains.
Tiopically lush plants. And it just smells good. You get
au.ay from the heat of the beach and get into altitude,
and there are farms up there and beautiful rolling hills
and mountains and rivers, and you can see the ocean."

LUNCH

"I like to eat at my own restaurants in Jamaica. Marga-
ritaville in Montego Bay, and Marguerite's, which is the
restaurant next to it. Marguerite's is the best restaurant

in MoBair, and not just because I happen to be in busi-
ness with them. Itt kind of a combination of jerk and
Cajun, and it's really nice there. I'm getting ready to go

down in a couple of weeks to open Island Village [a

Margaritaville clone] in Ocho Rios. Then theret a little
hotel and restaurant called The Caves in Negril, which
is a great spot. Itt just basic Jamaican: beans and rice

and jerk. It's also a great place to stay because the rooms

are carved out ofcaves."

slttlpptru&
"Heret what I bring back from the islands: King, the
great grapefruit drink that you cant get in America. I
will shop for wine in St. Barts. I love blush wines. Every-

thing is exorbitantly priced in St. Barts, but one of the
great bargains is the rose wines. The other thing is this
great coconut oil from Nevis that they press down there.

Of course, theret no sunscreen in it whatsoever, but itt
the best coconut oil around. I coliect hot sauces from all

"l cen tell you how iche*s*burger in Paradise' got wrifien. tt was probably

1974, and I wes on my very f,rst boat, a 33-foot sailboat. We had gotten into

some weadler and had to €:o into Ponce in Puerto Rico to get txed. We sailed

Ponee with a rigged-up bow spresd that rias broken, and it was a rough

passage. We sailed into Roaten, got off the boat, and were starving. We were

dying for a cheeseburger after heing at sea tor 10 days eating fish. And there,

iike an oasis, ,,vas this bran*new restaurant at the Village Cay Merina. We went

in and just started gobbling cheeseburgers and drinking pifra coladas because

some reason, as I was walking out Looked and saw a paekege in the kitchen

and the label was written in French: Cuoderrie Procluit de Cheval. Do you know

cheval is? Horse. I went back to the guy

and said, 'This will never do. You've got a good

idea here, but you've got to take the horse meat

oft the menu.' We $ent back the next day and

owner !{as very proud that he'd gotten real

hamburger from Puerto Rico, and we sampled the

cheeseburgers again. I wrote &e song right there:

'Cheeseburger in paradise, heanen on earlh wit'l

an onion slice."'
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were so glad to be on land. We had about three cheeseburgers eaeh. For

I



A BANBUDA BEACH, OFF ANTIGUA

the islands. Naturally, each island thinks it has the best

peppers. My favorites are Matouk's from Tiinidad and

Pickapeppa from Jamaica."

DINNEB

"First, Id go to Le Select in St. Barts and have a Ti
Punch. If I could pick anywhere for dinner in the

Caribbean, it would be Mayat on St. Barts. Maya's is

right on the water and they have great French-Creole

cuisine. After that, IU go to Bete A Z'ailes, a great place

for music on the harbor. I d finish my night at Le Ti-St.
Barths, which is as close to the misbehaving that I
remember when I owned my hotel on St. Barts."

JIiIMY EUFFETT'S GAEIBBEAN ESSEHTIA1

,L@Glltc
EEEH nocK, St. Barts; $275-$1,550; 01 1-590-590-29-79-99
FouB sEAsor{s lrEvrs, Nevis; $495-$2,550: {869) 46s-1 1 1 1

coLDEr.EyE, Jamaica; $1,250-$5,000; (876) 975'3354
lro"El oroFFsoN, Haiti; $69-$ 1 1 3; 01 1 -509-223-4000

HUBnTCANE covE, Nevi$; $125-$325; (869) 46s-9462
prxK $ailD$ H0?EL, Bahamas; $655-$2,100; (242) 333-2030
srRAwBEnny HrLL, Jamaica; $325-$775; (876) 944-8400

BE$TAUNAilr'$
rHE cavEs, Jamaica; Jamaican; all inclusive; (876) 957-0270
EDEt{ RocK, St. Barts; breaklast; $1 7-$20; 01 1'590-590-29-79-99
LE sELEcr, St. Barts; casual: $5-$9; 01 1 -5s0-590-27-86-87
MArcAnirAvrLLE, Jamaica; casual; $1 8-$23i (87 6) 952-4777
llABGUEntrE,s, Jamaica; Caribbean/Cajun' 66-$23; (876) 952'4777
uayas, Sl. Bart6: French-Creolo; $20-S40; 01 1 -590-590-27-75'73
pAFrLLorE, Dominica; Caribbean; $22; (76i) 448-2287

.II.IGHTLIFE .:

ADM|naus ll.r{, Antigua; (268)
460-1027
ANEGADA nEEF HorEL, Anegada;
(284) 495-8002
BE?E A Z'AILES, St, BATTS;

01 1 -590-590-29-74-09

coHPLEAT aNGLER, Bahamas;
(242\ 347-312:2
FBAr{crpaNr, Bequia; (784) 458-
3255
HA'PT PEOPLE iIABINA,
Bahamas; (242) 355-2008
xaYE,s, Bahamas; no phone

LE sELEcr, St. Barts; 01 1 -5S0-

5S0-27-86-87
LE TI'ST. BAnTHs, St. Bartsi
01 1 -590-590-27-97-71

STANIEL CAY YACHT CLUB,

Bahamas; (242) 355-202a or
(s54) 467-8920
TUh?LE COVE IHN HOTEL,

Providenciales; (649) 946-4203

A?TBACTrcil
AOB MANLEY IIUSEUM,
Jamaica; (876) S27-9152
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i SUNDAY
HIXING

"There's this incredible hike from Cap-Haitien, a ciry
down on the water in Haiti, up into the old fortress of
Henri Christophe, who was the first king of Haiti. He
built these palaces that were based on Versailles and San

Souci right there in the jungles of Haiti. They're all

ruins now, but itt amazing to take the walk up the road

they built to this fortress. Last week, I took my son over

to Brimstone Hill in St. Kitts, which is the fortress

that's called the Gibraltar of the Indies. It has an incred-

ible history of the Amerindians that the French were

fighting. The fort has monkeys climbing all over it. You

can take a cab ride from the airport in St. Kitts. Itt
worth a day trip." aw

ru
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Vanity Fai, Esquire, Playboy, Time, and Town & Countty.


